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SUMMER 2019          ISSUE 2 

About the Washington County Gem and Mineral Society (WCGMS) 

WCGMS is the home of the Washington County Rockhounds. WCGMS meets the first Saturday 

of every month except July and September. The meeting begins at 10:30 AM. The goal of 

WCGMS is to provide information and education about earth science and the rockhounding 

hobby. To find out more about WCGMS please visit its Facebook page, Washington County Gem 

and Mineral Society – Maine. WCGMS is a 501(c)(3) and a Member of the Eastern Federation of 

Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies, Inc. 

WCGMS Officers     WCGMS Contact Information  

President – Theresa Peek   WashingtonCountyGMS@gmail.com    

Vice President – Nancy Tintle   207-417-0524 

Secretary – Jean Lombardo     

Treasurer – Chris Peek 

 

Rockhound Communiqué Monthly Features 

President’s Message 

Greetings, and thank you for reading our second newsletter!  

I am sure some of you have been wondering when the second newsletter would arrive. 

Honestly, I’ve been wondering the same thing as it has taken me about a month to write it! I 

tend to be pretty direct, so I’ll be honest on this one – I have a lot on my plate, and this kept 

moving to the back burner. The best promise I can make is this: there will be at least four 

newsletters a year.  

On a personal note, Chris and I have been busy since the April newsletter. We did a few rock 

and mineral shows, went collecting in Georgetown with the Maine Mineralogical & Geological 

Society, attended the New England Mineral Conference and went collecting at Havey, went to 

Poland Mining Camps for three days of collecting, and opened Seaside Stones for the season.  

Georgetown was pretty amazing! I found a 29.8 carat aquamarine. The conference was a great 

experience – talking to other rockhounds (including our very own Dave Stevens), learning lots 

about collecting in New England, and seeing some pretty amazing tourmaline, aquamarine, and 

more. Poland Mining Camps was very rustic 😊 but a blast! We collected lots of tourmaline and 

garnets.  

Theresa Peek 

mailto:WashingtonCountyGMS@gmail.com


3 | P a g e  

 

Meeting Minutes 

Date:  May 4th, 2019   Location:  Machias Bay Area Chamber of Commerce   

Presenter:  Brett Leighton  Topic:  Mineral Collecting in Maine 

Number in Attendance:  11 (including presenter and 4 non-members) 

New Business:   

We are officially a club!  We have been recognized by the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical 

and Lapidary Societies.  We also received our 501c3 status from the IRS.   

There are 5 slots available for the June 2nd Field trip to John and Debbie Whitney’s home/shop 

in Chester, Maine.  Debbie and John have an impressive collection that features Withlacoochee 

Agatized Coral from Florida.  Since this is a field trip on private property our insurance will only 

cover club members.   

Theresa is looking into selling Long Wave UV Lights as a fundraiser for the club.  These lights are 

pretty cool for looking at minerals.   

Next Meeting will be Saturday, June 2nd, at Washington County Community College in Calais.  

The meeting will start at 10:30 AM.  

Please send any items you would like to be included in our newsletter to the club email 

address.   

Upcoming events:   

• New England Mineral Conference – Sunday River, Newry, ME, May 10 – 12.  In addition 

to the conference, there is a field trip on the Sunday.   

• Informal Field Trip – Wanda Barlow and Jean Lombardo are planning a field trip to 

Loring Cove (Perry’s Agate Beach) to collect agates on Saturday, May 18th. Details will 

be forthcoming through email.  

Presentation: Brett Leighton, a native from Downeast Maine shared many experiences he’s had 

collecting Tourmaline and other minerals in Maine.  Brett shared many beautiful examples of 

his finds and had a slide show of some of his digs.  Brett also shared many tips for collecting 

minerals, as well as information on where to find some of Maine’s finest minerals.  The club and 

attendees walked away with samples from his collection.  Brett is in the process of moving back 

to the Eastport area.  He will be reopening his jewelry store; it will be in the new building across 

from University of Maine Machias. Brett’s shop will offer full service for jewelry repairs.    

The meeting ended about 12:30 PM 
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Date:  June 1, 2019   Location:  Washington County Community College  

Presenter:  Dave Stevens  Topic:  Confessions of a Prospector 

Number in Attendance:  16 (including presenter and non-member) 

New Business:   

Current Membership: 27 adults, 4 children 

There are 4 slots still available for the June 2nd field trip to John and Debbie Whitney’s 

home/shop in Chester, Maine.   

We have 2 fundraisers in progress:   

• Way Too Cool UV Flashlights for $69.00.  This includes a charger and an extra battery. All 

profits will be donated back to the club.  Theresa demonstrated the light on some rocks, 

and it allows you to see some amazing colors in the rocks.   

• Maine specimens donated by Brett Leighton, last month’s presenter. Most are $5.00 to 

$10.00.  100% of the sales will be donated back to the club.   

Presentation: Dave Stevens shared that he has been collecting rocks all his life and has been a 

licensed Prospector since 1998. Dave shared a lot of information about what minerals and rocks 

are in our local area and in New Brunswick.  Hearing Dave’s talk, one can see how knowing the 

local history can really help a person know what mineral and rocks can be found.  He shared the 

story about a Gold Swindle near Lubec, and that Lubec had the first metal mine, for lead and 

silver, in Maine.  Dave also began to explain some of the process for staking a claim, for 

minerals, in New Brunswick and Maine.  Dave shared some of his rock and mineral samples that 

he has acquired over the years.   

Next Meeting: Our next meeting will be Saturday, August 3rd at the Pembroke Library in 

Pembroke, Maine.  The meeting will start at 10:30 AM.  The topic for our August meeting will 

be Caring for your Mineral Collection.  The person presenting will be from the Portland Maine 

Mineralogical and Geological Society.   

The meeting ended at about 12:00 PM 

 

Field Trip Report 

Loring Cove Field Trip for Perry Agates – On Saturday, May 18th, we had an informal field trip.   

Wanda Barlow, Jean Lombardo, and Dave Stevens met at the cove about an hour before low 

tide  Jean and Wanda began canvasing the more northern end of the cove, while Dave focused 

on the southern end.  Jean and Wanda found some interesting rocks and then met up with 

Dave Stevens on the Southern end.  In that part of the cove, Wanda, Jean, and Dave were very 

successful in finding agates and other interesting rock.  Dave Stevens has a wonderful eye for 
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agates; he just seems to look down and find them!  He was also so kind to share his knowledge 

and rocks with Jean and Wanda.  We have included a few pictures and look forward to going 

again.  

   

Jean Lombardo 

 

     

Treasurer’s Report 

We have our EIN number and our 501c3 designation. We are still waiting on our Maine 

incorporation approval. At this time, we are holding $248 in bank checks made out to WCGMS. 

Once we are officially incorporated in Maine, we will open a bank account at The First in 

Eastport.  

I and our club president have funded the fees to the Federation, the IRS, and for the Way Too 

Cool flashlights (a total of $746). We have a two-person membership and have purchased two 

flashlights, which have offset part of what WCGMS owes us. We have also kept cash payments 

to WCGMS. As of this newsletter, WCGMS owes us $330. This outlay of funds was made to get 

the club started and can be paid back in time. I will update membership of the status of our 

financial outlay in each of the newsletters.  

Chris Peek 

 

Club News and Information 

• We are working on a field trip to the Big Hill mine in Pembroke and the molybdenum 

mine in Copper (probably in August), and, gold panning (probably in September). Stay 

tuned! 

• We are doing some fundraising – We have Maine and Canadian specimens for sale; all 

money goes to the club. We have Way Too Cool UV flashlights for sale; all profits from 

these sales go to the club. All are available at Seaside Stones or at upcoming meetings. 
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• We are looking for donations of specimens – Donations will be used as door prizes, for 

youth giveaways, or for fundraising. Donations can be dropped off at Seaside Stones or 

brought to meetings. (We’ll take monetary donations as well 😊) 

• We are looking for assistance – If you are interested in leading field trips, writing for this 

newsletter, finding speakers, etc., please contact Theresa Peek.   

• 2020 Membership Renewals – All current club members are in good standing until 

December 31st, 2019. There will be no formal communication about renewing your 

membership for 2020. If you want to renew (and we hope you do), please pay for your 

2020 membership between October 1st and January 4th. If there is no change to your 

membership (no additions or deletions of people, change in contact information, etc.), 

you do not have to complete a new application. If there are changes, please submit a 

new application so we can update our records. You can pay by check, money order, or 

cash. Check and money orders, made out to Washington County Gem and Mineral 

Society, may be mailed at WCGMS, PO Box 65, Eastport, ME 04631 or brought to 

meetings. Cash may be brought to meetings. There will be no change in dues for 2020. 

Individual membership remains $12, two-person membership remains $20, family 

membership (up to four people) remains $24 (additional people remain $6 per person). 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris Peek.   

 

Upcoming Meetings 

September – no meeting 

October 5th – Machias Chamber of Commerce – 10:30 to noon – Topic and presenter TBD – if 

you are interested in presenting, please email washingtoncountygms@gmail.com 

November 2nd – Washington County Community College – 10:30 to noon – Topic and 

presenter TBD – if you are interested in presenting, please email 

washingtoncountygms@gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:washingtoncountygms@gmail.com
mailto:washingtoncountygms@gmail.com
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Helpful info from Sharon at the Penobscot Club 
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Rockhound Communiqué Special Features 

From the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies News – May 2019   
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From the Penobscot Mineral and Lapidary Club Bulletin – July 2019   
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WASHINGTON COUNTY GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 
 

Membership Application for 2019 
 

Please select one:          

Individual membership (must be 18 or older) - $12     ____________ 

Two-person membership (one person must be 18 or older) - $20   ____________ 

Family membership (up to four people - one person must be 18 or older) - $24  ____________ 

additional people may be added for an extra $6 per person   ____________ 
 Number of additional people  __________ 

 

Household Information:   

Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________ 

Town or City, State ______________________________________________________________ 

Postal Code ____________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone No. _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Member Information:  

First Name    Last Name  Email Address                     Age (if under 18) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to: Washington County Gem and Mineral Society (WCGMS) 

Mail application and dues to:  WCGMS, PO Box 65, Eastport, ME 04631 


